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1 . SENATOR DEWEY BARTLETT ON JULY 10 AND 1 1 GAVE INDIVIDUAL 
BRIEFINGS ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO SOMALIA TO SAUDI AND 
IRANIAN AMBASSADORS. DEPARTMENT OFEICER ATTENDED BRIEEING 
OE IRANIAN AMBASSADOR ZAHEDI, WHICH LASTED 90 MINUTES. 
EOLLOWING IS SUMMARY REPORT. 

2. SENATOR KEPT ENTIRE BRIEEING IN LOW KEY AND MADE CLEAR 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN EACTS AS OBSERVED BY HIS TEAM OR 
DEVELOPED BY INTELLIGENCE METHODS AND CONCLUSIONS HE HAD 
DRAWN BASED ON HIS ANALYSIS OF THOSE EACTS. EACTUAL PRE- 
SENTATION WAS ALONG LINES OF WHAT HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE 
TO MEDIA, BUT SENATOR ADDED EMPHASIS BY EREQUENT REEERENCE 
TO CHARTS AND AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF SOVIET EACILITIES AND 
VESSELS IN BERBERA. 

3. SENATOR OPENED BRIEEING BY OPINING THAT SOMALI GOVERN- 
MENT INVITED HIS TEAM BECAUSE IT WANTS U.S. AID, ESPECIALLY 
EOOD AND TRANSPORT TO HELP WITH REEUGEE PROBLEM. HE 
BELIEVES THERE IS REAL DESIRE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
U.S., POSSIBLY UP TO THE LEVEL OE SOMALI RELATIONS WITH 
USSR. HE ALSO BELIEVES THERE WAS PRESSURE FROM SOME 
MEMBERS OE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WHO WOULD PREFER ARMS- 
LENGTH RELATIONS WITH SOVIETS. SENATOR HAD NO EVIDENCE, 

BUT THOUGHT SAUDIS MIGHT HAVE PUT SOME PRESSURE ON 
SOMALIS TO SEEK ALTERNATIVE TO DEPENDENCE ON COMMUNIST 
WORLD FOR SUPPORT. 

4. SENATOR THEN GAVE STEP-BY-STEP ACCOUNT OF VISIT TO 
BERBERA EACILITIES AND POINTED OUT SPECIEIC THINGS HE 
HAD SEEN THAT LED HIM TO CONCLUDE THAT EACILITIES ARE 
EOR USE OF SOVIET NAVY AND ARE UNDER SOVIET CONTROL. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT MISSILE-HANDLING FACILITY IS MUCH LARGER 
THAN WOULD BE REQUIRED TO DEAL ONLY WITH STYX MISSILES, 
CRATES EOR WHICH TEAM OBSERVED, AND IS CAPABLE OF HANDLING 
"ANYTHING THE SOVIETS HAVE." HE NOTED THAT TEAM EOUND 
THAT HE LONG-RANGE RADIO TRANSMITTER WAS MORE POWEREUL 
THAN PREVIOUSLY REALIZED AND THAT VARIOUS BUILDINGS NOW 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION EOR UNKNOWN PURPOSES WILL ADD TO 
PERMANENCY AND VERSATILITY OF FACILITIES. HE DESCRIBED 
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USE OF BERBERA BY SOVIET J-CLASS SUBMARINES AND OTHER 
VESSELS AND PROVIDED DETAILS ON 14-17,000 FOOT AIRSTRIP 
NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 

5. SENATOR THEN DISCUSSED SOMALI REFUGEE PROBLEM AND 
NOMAD RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM, NOTING THAT CURRENTLY ALMOST 
ALL AID TO SOMALIA COMES FROM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. 
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6. PRESIDENT SIAD HAD TOLD SENATOR HE HOPED FOR USN PORT 
CALL ON MOGADISCIO. SENATOR REPLIED HE THOUGHT CALL ON 
BERBERA WOULD BE MORE MEANINGFUL. 

7. SENATOR CONCLUDED BRIEFING BY SAYING THAT, WHILE 
EVIDENCE IS Cl FAR THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE SIGNIFICANT 
FACILITIES AT BERBERA, SOMALI INVITATION TO HIM TO 
MAKE INSPECTION VISIT MEANS THAT DOOR IS OPEN TO US 
AND THERE MAY BE OPPORTUNITY FOR IMPROVING RELATIONS. 

HE RELIEVES THIS SHOULD BE EXPLORED. 

8. ZAHEDI EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR BRIEFING AND NOTED 
IRANIAN UNDERSTANDING OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF BERBERA 
FACILITIES. HE THOUGHT THAT EVENTS IN SOMALIA WOULD BE 

OF GREATEST INTEREST TO SAUDI ARABIA, WHICH HE FELT HAS 
MUCH LEVERAGE AS MAJOR MARKET FOR SOMALI EXPORTS AND 
IS GEOGRAPHICALLY CLOSE. HE CONCLUDED LENGTHY EXPOSITION 
ON HIS FAMILIARITY WITH US AID PROGRAMS AND SUCCESSES 
AND ON FAILURES OF US AND SOVIET POLICIES IN AFRICA AND 
ARAB WORLD ON HOPEFUL NOTE. EXPRESSED PERSONAL HOPE 
US WOULD MAKE GOOD USE OF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED IN 
BERBERA. ROBINSON 
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